questions for
discussion

1. What is the relationship between Pamela and Margery? Do you
find it problematical? What about the relationship between
Pamela and Francesco?

2. How does Pamela’s illness manifest itself? When does it begin?
Do you think it was inevitable (simply inherited), or do you
think it had to do with circumstances in her life? What was the
cause of her breakdown?

3. Do you agree with Margery’s decision to allow Francesco take
charge of their young prodigy daughter? Did she reconcile herself
to her decision? What do you think you would have done?

4. What is your opinion about Agnes and Eugene O’Neill? What
effect did the O’Neills and their relationship have on Pamela?

5. What role does the classic children’s book The Velveteen Rabbit
play in the novel? Do you see any correlations between the
themes of that story and the events portrayed in The Velveteen
Daughter?

6. What do you think of Francesco? What are his feelings about
his daughter? His wife?

7. How do you interpret Pamela’s feelings and actions with regard
to Diccon? Is she willfully blind? How did their relationship
develop, and how does it change?

8. What does Pamela reveal to Henry, her doctor at Four Winds?
What is it that she cannot tell him? Why?

9. Why did Pamela marry Robert? What do you think of Robert?
Do you think Pamela was right never to talk of Robert to
Lorenzo?



10. What are Pamela’s actions and feelings at the end of the novel?
What do they say about her state of mind? Do you think she

has changed since we first see her in the opening chapters as a
young mother?

11. Many primary materials are quoted in this novel? Does this
make the narrative more effective? Is it distracting?

12. How do you feel about the fictionalization of the lives of
Pamela and Margery?



